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The San Jose State Associated Students 
board of directors approved financial audits 
for the 2019-20 fiscal year, recommended 
more thorough screenings for outside 
organizations that offer services to SJSU and 
discussed possible changes to the SmartPass 
Program during Wednesday’s meeting.
Every summer, A.S. finances, expenses and 
revenues are evaluated by an independent 
financial auditor who compiles a report for 
the directors to review, according to the 2019-
20 audit report. 
The financial auditor investigates financial 
statements in the A.S. budget. The report 
states auditors assess the appropriateness of 
accounting policies used by A.S. and offer 
their recommendations to improve future 
financial transactions. 
A.S. financial audits are performed 
by RSM US, an outside audit, tax and 
consulting organization. 
James Westbrook, A.S. associate executive 
director and finance and accounting 
manager, said the auditors recommended the 
administration and finance division should 
conduct more extensive background checks 
on vendors who want to sell their services at 
SJSU. This would be to ensure there are no 
conflicts of interest with A.S. board members.
A.S. Controller and Chief Financial Officer 
Flor Sario asked why the auditors made 
the recommendation.
“Does A.S. have a tendency of [having 
conflicts of interest with vendors]?” Sario 
asked. “Why was that pointed out as something 
we need to do better off?”
Westbrook said the board currently doesn’t 
have conflicts of interest with vendors, but 
auditors recommended more background 
checks as a precaution. It’s a conflict of interest 
if an A.S. member favors or benefits from a 
vendor who wants to offer their services to 
SJSU, according to the university’s finance 
policies and guidelines regarding conflict 
of interest. 
Westbrook said there is a lack of formal 
background checks conducted on vendors 
to ensure they have no affiliation with 
A.S. members.  
“This is something (to ensure) the best 
practice that we really haven’t employed over 
the years,” Westbrook said.
SmartPass program
A.S. Director of Academic Affairs Anoop 
Kaur asked A.S. Executive Director Carole 
Dowell if A.S. will have to negotiate for more 
SmartPasses for students once more in-person 
classes resume.
The program provides students, faculty 
members and staff with unlimited low-cost 
rides on the Valley Transportation Authority 
(VTA) according to the SmartPass page.
Dowell said that in the spring, SJSU 
Transportation Solutions, a subgroup of A.S., 
negotiated a contract with the VTA so it could 
pay a reduced fee for students. She said A.S 
pays the VTA before the semester for the 
projected number of passes for students and 
faculty members. A.S. went from paying for 
32,000 passes to just 19,000 passes because of 
the decrease in students attending in-person 
classes. As a result, the cost of the program 
decreased by $262,000 in 2020, according to 
the audit. 
After the coronavirus pandemic, A.S. will 
go back to funding passes for all students 
according to the A.S. website. Dowell said if 
student enrollment increases in the future, 
along with VTA fare rates, A.S. may be forced 
to dip into its reserves to continue funding 
the program. 
The VTA implemented a 5% fare increase 
in January 2019, resulting in SJSU having 
to increase its per-enrolled-student rate 
from $38 to $40. According to the report, 
any additional increase in VTA fares might 
affect A.S.’s ability to “fully deliver” the 
SmartPass program. 
“We have to make sure (right now) that our 
finances are ready, including our reserves,” 
Dowell said. “If those increases happen, [then] 
we are prepared for it. We can still react and be 
in a good position.”
 
A.S. discusses audit fi ndings and VTA cost
 An independent fi nancial 
auditor suggested to the 
Associated Students board 
of directors to enforce more 
thorough background checks 
on vendors. 
 
 The A.S. associate 
executive director denied 
current confl icts of interest 
among A.S. members 
and vendors.
 Associated Students is 
considering tapping into  its 
reserves if VTA fares increase.
IN BRIEF
We have to make sure (right 
now) that our fi nances are 
ready, including our reserves. 
If those increases happen, 
[then] we are prepared for it. 
We can still react and be in a 
good position.
Carole Dowell
A.S. executive director
Armenians for Peace, a group 
of Armenian Americans in Santa 
Clara County advocating for 
peace between the Armenian and 
Azerbaijan governments, held 
a protest at San Jose City Hall 
Wednesday to raise international 
awareness regarding the conflict in 
Nagorno-Karabakh.  
Alla Petrosyan, an Armenians 
for Peace organizer and San Jose 
State engineering professor, said the 
purpose of the protest is to raise 
awareness in Santa Clara County as 
peacefully and loudly as possible. 
“We’re fighting for peace,” 
Petrosyan said. “We’re sick and 
tired of the indifference the world 
is showing to that small peaceful 
nation [Armenia].” 
According to a Wednesday 
article by The Wall Street Journal, 
the conflict between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan is centered in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mountainous 
territory with a population of about 
150,000 people. 
The region is known to Armenians 
as Artsakh and is internationally 
recognized as part of Azerbaijan, 
but it’s historically been occupied 
by ethnic Armenians, according 
to an Oct. 9 article by ABC News. 
According to the article, the region 
has been under the control of ethnic 
Armenian forces since the end of 
a separatist war in 1994 that killed 
about 30,000 people and displaced 
around one million people total.
Petrosyan said Azerbaijan 
initiated unprovoked attacks against 
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. 
She said it’s a century-old genocidal 
attempt initiated during the 
coronavirus pandemic to threaten 
global health and peace. 
About 100 protesters gathered in 
front of San Jose City Hall from 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m.  chanting, “What do 
we want? Peace! When do we want 
it? Now!” and “Shame on Turkey!” 
Protesters marched west on Santa 
Clara Street toward The Mercury 
News on North Second and East St. 
John streets. 
Petrosyan said Armenians for 
Peace asked the news outlet to cover 
their first protest in front of City Hall 
Oct. 7. 
“The reason we’re protesting 
everywhere around the world is 
because magazines, news, articles 
[and] TV channels [are not] 
reporting as heavily as they should, 
nor reporting it truthfully,” said 
Elma Avakian, a protester and SJSU 
alumna, said over the phone.
“It is a little bit political for 
the U.S. since we have ties with 
Turkey . . . we’re letting a genocide 
slip under our hand because of 
political reasons.” 
Areg Chobanian, an Armenians 
for Peace protest organizer and 2017 
SJSU alumnus, said Azerbaijan is 
indiscriminately attacking Armenian 
military and civilians.
“We’re here trying to raise 
awareness . . . to the international 
community [so they will] recognize 
what has been happening,” 
Chobanian said. 
Turkey, a longtime Azerbaijan 
ally, fully supported Azerbaijan in 
its war against Armenia by lending 
Azerbaijan its military-trained 
officers for decades, according 
to an Oct. 2 article by AP News. 
It’s the third largest supplier of 
military equipment.
“Turkey has American fighter jets, 
F-16s,” Petrosyan said in a speech 
during the protest. “Turkey is using 
its drones purchased from Israel 
and they are bringing in fighters, 
terrorists, Islamics [and] extremists 
from different parts of the world to 
fight against Armenia.”
According to the AP News article, 
the Turkish government denied 
claims of sending Azerbaij-Syrian 
fighters and F-16 combat jets. 
An Armenian for Peace organizer 
who asked to be called Hykaz for 
safety reasons, said Azerbaijan 
bombed the city of Stepanakert, the 
capital of Nagorno-Karabakh, when 
the city had no military significance 
and was strictly a civilian city. 
“[This is] an unprovoked war on 
the Armenian side,” Hykaz said. “We 
did not want war, we did not start 
this war.” 
Since Sept. 27, 532 soldiers 
from both sides have died. 
Forty-two civilians died and 
hundreds are wounded because 
of the fighting, according to an 
AP News article Wednesday. 
“We want to end this war as soon 
as possible because we have 18- to 
20-year-olds dying every day,” Hykaz 
said. “Every single day there are 
civilians dying.” 
Hundreds of homes, schools 
and hospitals were destroyed or 
damaged, forcing families to flee or 
retreat to underground, unheated 
basements, according to an Oct. 4 
news release from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross.
The U.S. already reduced security 
assistance funding to Azerbaijan 
from $3.67 million in 2019 to less 
than $248,000 in 2020, according 
to a U.S. government Foreign 
Assistance website.
Protest organizer Chobanian 
said more protesters attended the 
Armenians for Peace protest Oct. 7 
while many of the same protesters 
joined Saturday’s march in San 
Francisco in a rally organized by Bay 
Area Armenians, which had about 
3,500 attendees. 
“The point of these [protests] 
is to coordinate between different 
groups to keep the momentum, and 
be as present as possible as much as 
possible,” Chobanian said. 
We’re fi ghting for 
peace. We’re sick 
and tired of the 
indiff erence the world 
is showing to that 
small peaceful nation 
[Armenia].
Alla Petrosyan
 Armenians for Peace organizer
and SJSU professor
Alla Petrosyan, Armenians for Peace organizer and San Jose State engineering professor,  raises awareness about the Armenia and Azerbaijan confl ict Wednesday at city hall.
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Chicano producer sets high goals 
By Felix Oliveros
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One former San Jose State student’s 
penchant for unconventionality may be 
what helps him become a key fi gure in the 
music industry.
Rommel Serrano, better known by his 
stage name Rommii, is a DJ, songwriter 
and producer from San Diego. He attended 
SJSU in Fall 2017 as a marketing major until 
2019 when he transferred to Icon Collective, 
a music school in Burbank, California. 
“When you can hear someone’s music and 
it sounds like someone else’s that automatically 
makes them not as unique,” Bobby Martin, 
Serrano’s manager and friend, said. “Th at’s 
something Rommii understands. He doesn’t 
want to sound like someone else.”
Serrano’s distinctive path in becoming 
a musician is what sets him apart from 
other artists. 
As a fi rst generation Chicano, Serrano 
primarily grew up listening to Mexican 
rock band Maná.
“[My family] had no musical background,” 
he said. “I’m kind of grateful and sad about that 
because I didn’t get any taste from my parents, 
but at the same time it gave me freedom to 
now know what [music is] good or not.”
But music wasn’t always Serrano’s 
career goal. He used to dream of being a 
professional basketball player in highschool 
until he saw how talented his peers were at a 
basketball camp.
Th en at 16 years old, Serrano said he 
stumbled upon a YouTube video about how 
to get started as a DJ, aft er searching for 
inspirational videos he hoped would lead him 
to a new passion. 
A video of a young man mixing together 
“Black Skinhead” by Kanye West and “Alive” by 
Krewella surprised him and led him to watch 
a video of EDM DJ Skrillex mixing “Collard 
Greens” by ScHoolboy Q with a dubstep song. 
Th e genre-blending music inspired 
Serrano to listen to music styles he didn’t 
previously enjoy, which pointed him in a new 
creative direction. 
“I realized that electronic shows are just 
a mix of every single genre,” Serrano said. 
“Indie songs, alternative songs, reggaeton 
songs, hip hop songs and in between them 
there’s electronic drops and that’s really what 
I gravitated to. And it wasn’t what I thought 
it was.”
Serrano continued being a DJ throughout 
high school and organized events where he 
could play his music to an audience. However, 
it wasn’t until he attended SJSU that he 
began dedicating himself to songwriting and 
producing instrumentals.
Serrano said he made it his 2018 
New Year’s resolution to pursue music as 
a career.
“I taught myself every single day and it was 
the fattest learning curve because I don’t have 
a musician’s background or anything,” he said.
Serrano’s self-taught lessons were too loud 
for Joe West Hall and he was asked to turn the 
volume down by his resident adviser every day. 
He said eventually, students in the dormitory 
dubbed him “the kid who was always 
making noise.”
He said he remembers one particular 
student being annoyed at his beginner-quality 
music, but the student eventually noticed the 
vast improvement in his skills by the end of the 
school year.
Serrano met his current manager Bobby 
Martin, a 2019 alumnus who graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in event management, at a 
party when they both attended SJSU. Serrano 
said they both connected on their desire to 
host concerts and other events. 
“I thought he was goofy,” Martin said of his 
fi rst impression of Serrano. “[But] It was pretty 
cool to see his energy. You could defi nitely tell 
he was humble but knew what he wanted.”
Serrano was eventually unsatisfi ed with 
hosting events and wanted to perform at 
them instead. 
In 2017, Martin was planning a music show 
at the San Jose Civic Center. He was searching 
for opening acts for Norweigian EDM artist 
Alan Walker when Serrano volunteered.
Aft er performing at the event, Serrano said 
his family began to fully believe in his dreams 
and abilities as a DJ aft er he sent them footage 
of his performance.
“Th at was like the turning point for my 
family,” Serrano said. “Th ey were like, ‘What 
the hell? Th at’s you?’ I thought it was cool that 
they didn’t criticize it anymore. Now my whole 
family [are] huge fans.”
Serrano said his family now gives 
him feedback and his grandfather even 
compliments his work. He said it means a lot 
to him because EDM usually isn’t played in 
traditional Mexican households.
Serrano said his favorite performance so 
far was opening up for San Francisco-based 
EDM artist Gryffi  n in 2018.
He said he was mesmerized by the sea 
of people at the event, which had around 
4,000 attendees.
“Th is was [at] the San Jose State 
[Provident Credit Union] Event Center and 
by then I was much more confi dent in myself 
and my production,” Serrano said. “It was 
such a high because I worked so hard to get 
these moments.”
Serrano’s hard work is also something 
that friend and former SJSU student 
Dennese Rodriguez recognized.
“He’s determined and he pursues his 
goals,” Rodriguez said. “He literally dropped 
everything at SJSU and came [to Los Angeles 
and] you don’t see a lot of people doing that. 
It’s really hard for people to drop everything 
and just go.”
Serrano said he puts in the work because 
he and his manager have their sights on 
something bigger. 
“2024 Coachella,” Martin said. “Ever 
since we met each other that’s what we’ve 
been saying.”
Serrano said he wants to continue to open 
the door for other Chicano artists in the music 
industry as his dreams become a reality.
“I think it’s important to have Hispanic 
fi gures and it’s becoming more common,” 
Serrano said. “I want to be one of the known 
[Mexican artists] in the U.S. and I think if I can 
do it, I think it will spark an interest in anyone 
who’s Hispanic to do it.”
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BEN PHAM
Top:  Rommel Serrano sets up his equipment before doors open at the SJSU event center.
Bottom: Serrano opens for EDM artist Gryffi  n under the name Rommii on April 26, 2018. 
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ACROSS
1. Melodies
6. Skin irritation
10. Smooch
14. A kind of macaw
15. No more than
16. Catch a glimpse of
17. Severity
18. Broth (Scottish)
19. Russian emperor
20. Frugal
22. Ballet attire
23. Beauties
24. Slumber
25. On-line journal
29. A type of keyboard 
instrument
31. Normal
33. Deliberately impassive in 
manner
37. Scared
38. Shrew
39. Continuing forever
41. Made less in size
42. Greek goddess of fertility
44. Untidyness
45. Feelings of boredom
48. Chocolate source
50. Relating to aircraft
51. Spontaneous abortion
56. Hindu Mr.
57. Humdinger
58. Habituate
59. Flying saucers
60. God of love
61. Contemptuous look
62. Stringed instrument
63. Used to be
64. S S S S
DOWN
1. Filly’s mother
2. Relating to urine
3. Palm starch
4. Press
5. Chocolate substitute
6. Drunkard
7. Male hawk
8. Wrinkled
9. Part of a foot
10. Tympani
11. Put out
12. Sudden burst
13. A thick sweet liquid
21. Paving material
24. Sedate
25. Scottish hillside
26. Not right
27. Brute
28. Sentry post
30. Some
32. Queues
34. Rate
35. Anagram of “Sage”
36. Gestures of assent
40. A teaching discourse
41. Hermit
43. Seamster
45. Acacia
46. Foliate
47. Leafy shelter
49. Overweight
51. Killed
52. Hotels
53. Regrets
54. Tall woody plant
55. Not his
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Dear Editor,
It is truly heartbreaking to witness tremendous disparities in wealth and power in a 
society where people who make billions of dollars and people who barely make ends meet 
both exist. Th erefore, it is understandable that the larger the wealth gap, the more frustration 
people have toward the economic and political systems that seem to favor the rich. However, 
claiming that billionaires must share their wealth is simply not right.
First and foremost, it is not constitutional that one must share wealth with others. 
Similarly, no one has the legal right to tell others what they must or must not do with their 
own fi nancial assets or money. Th erefore, a more appropriate title for the article should 
be considered to strengthen the message of the whole article. “Five good reasons why 
billionaires should contribute their wealth to society” could be a good example. 
Second, the claim that billionaires “hoard” their wealth and prevent money from fl owing 
into the economy is a myth. Th e fact is that most billionaires direct or indirectly keep their 
money fl ow and help boost the economy. For example, billionaires’ corporations have created 
millions of jobs that help stimulate the economy and improve life for others. Furthermore, 
their excessive spending on products and services turns out to be a good sign for those many 
industries whose income relies on providing such goods and services. What about billionaires 
who do not like to spend? Even an undeserving billionaire who is extremely selfi sh still has 
his/her unused money deposited in banks or other fi nancial institutions. Banks then use 
these sources of money to either make loans to small businesses or individuals who are in 
need. Th us, whether that selfi sh billionaire intends to keep the money or not, it is indirectly 
reinvested into the economy through the banks’ business activities. 
Finally, the fact is that people need good education and jobs more than money from 
charity. An Italian proverb “Give a man a fi sh and you feed him for a day. Teach him how 
to fi sh and you feed him for his lifetime” is true. Would we prefer to teach our children the 
necessary skills to make a living on their own or to advise them to seek assistance and support 
from charity? What if billionaires ran out of money by donating most of their wealth in some 
philanthropic works and could no longer support other charities? Would that result in the 
middle-class’s turn to share their wealth? Obviously, it is not about if billionaires should 
share the wealth. It is about how the government can distribute resources and opportunities 
equally among classes in our society. It is the system that needs to be fi xed, not humans and 
their ability to generate wealth.
 
Sincerely,
Anh Ngoc Lan Le
Business administration junior
Billionaires are not the bad guys
Dear Editor, 
I recently read your 
article “Billionaires 
must share the wealth,” 
posted on Oct. 8, 2020 
in which you discussed 
how billionaires have 
the unique ability to use 
their immense wealth for 
good by helping those 
who are less fortunate. 
In the article, you talk 
about the injustice of 
the fact that there are 
“34 million people 
currently living below 
the poverty line in the 
U.S.,” while billionaires, 
who make up less 
than one percent of the 
world’s population, are 
hoarding their wealth 
as a matter of pride 
rather than doing good 
and putting it back into 
the economy. 
While I can understand 
the sentiment of wanting 
those with so much to 
help those with nothing, 
I ultimately disagree with 
the idea that billionaires 
must share their wealth. 
In my opinion, those 
in the top echelon of 
wealth have worked hard 
for years to earn their 
fortune and they, like 
anyone, should be free to 
do with it as they see fit. 
Billionaires should feel 
no more pressure into 
spending their money on 
helping those in need any 
more than you or me. 
Furthermore, many 
of the world’s wealthy 
elites, as you pointed 
out in your article, 
already have foundations 
to donate large sums 
of their fortune to 
those less fortunate. 
Regardless of the 
motives for them 
donating, or even 
the percentage of 
wealth that they 
do donate, we should see 
those who do as shiny 
examples of the good that 
billionaires can do. 
Ultimately, I think 
we need to stop seeing 
those with wealth as the 
enemies and start seeing 
them as hard-working 
individuals, some of 
which do generously 
donate the money they 
worked for.  
Sincerely,
John Tortolano
Communications junior
Dear Editor,
I am writing in response 
to an article titled, 
“Billionaires must share 
the wealth” by Ruth Noemi 
Aguilar published on 
Oct. 8, 2020. 
In this article, Aguilar 
advocates that it is unethical 
for billionaires to be allowed 
to accumulate massive 
wealth while many others 
are left  to experience 
fi nancial hardships. 
In addition to expressing 
this, Aguilar continues 
with the suggestion that 
billionaires should strive 
to give away their wealth, 
as described in the Giving 
Pledge, which encourages 
billionaires to donate half 
of their wealth during their 
lifetime. 
Lastly, Aguilar tackles 
the issue of tax cuts, in 
which billionaires invest 
in and donate towards 
political campaigns that will 
ultimately permit them to 
continue to receive needless 
tax deductions. 
Th ough I agree that it is 
unfair for a small percentage 
of the population to have so 
much wealth, while others 
are forced to live in poverty, 
a point that also needs 
emphasizing is why (and 
how) people are allowed to 
become billionaires. 
Th us, rooting back to our 
capitalistic society as well as 
those in power who enable 
billionaires. Th erefore, this 
issue involves more than just 
billionaires themselves. 
It is also the capitalistic 
society we live in that 
allows a small percentage 
of people to become–
and stay–billionaires. 
For instance, in regards 
to needless tax cuts, there 
are external parties (for 
example, politicians and 
major corporations) that 
contribute to making 
this possible. 
An area of change 
I suggest would be to 
recognize and hold 
accountable for all factors 
involved in this issue, which 
includes the billionaires, 
the politicians, and the 
system itself. 
It is equally necessary that 
we hold those accountable 
who enable billionaires 
to sustain their massive 
wealth and allow the cycle 
to continue, as well as the 
billionaires who benefi t 
from this capitalistic system.
Sincerely,
Denesia Webb
Communication junior
The rich also work hard The problem is systemic
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Guadalupe Alvarez, una bailarina de folklórico, muestra afecto a Zuleima, su hija y estudiante de baile de tercer año de la Universidad Estatal de San José, en su traje de folklórico.
El ballet folklórico es una 
fusión que refleja la diversidad 
regional y étnica de México.
Folklórico, traducido como 
“Folk Dance” en inglés, está 
compuesto de distintos bailes 
tradicionales mexicanos que 
se diferencian dependiendo 
de regiones.
Zuleima Alvarez, 
estudiante de tercer año de 
SJSU, estudia una carrera en 
baile. También es bailarina y 
maestra de ballet folklórico 
para estudiantes de primero a 
sexto grado. El  grupo se llama 
“Tonatitos” y es parte del 
grupo Tonatiuh Danzantes 
del Quinto Sol, un grupo sin 
fines de lucro, de Salinas.
Alvarez enseña clases dos 
veces a la semana por dos 
horas en las que ella ayuda 
virtualmente a los alumnos 
del grupo.
“El Ballet Folklórico 
activamente promueve y 
representa la diversa cultura 
mexicana dentro de su música 
distinta y el simbolismo de la 
coreografía,’’ explica Alvarez.
Ella dice que Folklórico 
tiene más significado 
que sus faldas llamativas y 
colores vibrantes. 
“No mucha gente lo 
conoce por lo que es,” dice 
Alvarez. “No conocen ni su 
nombre real. Simplemente 
dicen  ‘Dios mío, mira los 
vestidos grandes’ o que ‘el 
baile del sombrero mexicano’ 
o cosas así.”
Alvarez explica que 
folklórico es un baile muy 
disciplinado con mucho 
honor. 
Debajo de los movimientos 
de faldeos exagerados 
están simultáneamente 
manteniendo el ritmo donde 
se crea el hermoso sonido 
de clic con el pisotón de 
cada tacón.
Ella dice que hay varias 
diferencias dentro del baile 
folklórico tradicional y 
folklórico estilizado. Tan 
solo la altura del faldeo en sí 
puede cambiar rápidamente 
las prácticas de la región de 
los bailes.
Alvarez dijo que el bordado 
de cada vestido y tocado es 
único en cada región.
“El lado en el que una 
bailarina coloca su tocado 
en su cabello simboliza si 
la bailarina está casada o 
soltera,” explica Alvarez.
Maria Luisa Colmenarez, 
instructora de ballet folklórico 
y profesora de estudios 
Chicanos en SJSU explica,“El 
movimiento folklórico en los 
Estados Unidos comenzó en 
los años 70 con el movimiento 
Chicano. Fue básicamente 
una forma el cual la raza se 
conectaba con sus raíces con 
la cultura.”  
Colmenarez explica, 
“folklórico fue entonces 
una declaración, diciendo, 
‘estamos aquí. estamos 
en los Estados Unidos. 
Vivimos aquí, nacimos aquí. 
Y más que nada, estamos 
orgullosos.’ ” 
Colmenarez explica que 
fue un momento en la historia 
revolucionaria y continúa 
creciendo.
“El futuro del folklórico 
está en muy buenas manos, el 
folklórico es unificador, es un 
movimiento y es muy fuerte.” 
dice Colmenarez.
Alvarez proviene de una 
larga línea de bailarines de 
parte de su mamá y papá. 
“Mi mamá es mexicana y 
mi papá peruano, vengo de 
una familia de bailarines por 
los dos lados,’ ‘dice Alvarez.
Explicó que su madre 
tuvo que dejar de bailar 
momentáneamente pero 
pronto regresó al escenario 
cuando su hija empezó 
a bailar.
Su madre, Guadalupe 
Alvarez, ha sido bailarina 
desde su adolescencia y 
continúa bailando.
“Hasta que yo pueda voy 
a seguir bailando. Es un 
honor y orgullo bailar y estar 
representando la cultura,” dijo 
Guadalupe Alvarez.
Guadalupe Alvarez dijo 
que tenía el deseo que su hija 
continuara con la tradicion de 
baile pero al principio su hija 
era muy tímida. 
Alvarez le encantaba bailar 
pero cuando se trataba de 
actuaciones en público, tendía 
a congelarse en el escenario.
“Yo me quedaba parada 
bien tiesa [en el escenario]. 
‘¡Muevete, Muevete!’ me decía 
mi mamá,” contó Alvarez.
Alvarez dejó de bailar 
durante unos años por falta 
de oportunidad de baile. 
En su tercer año de 
preparatoria se unió a un 
grupo folklórico de nuevo.
Guadalupe Alvarez 
dijo que esta vez empezó a 
desarrollarse no solamente 
como bailarina sino como 
persona también.
“Se ha desarrollado 
bastante. Me siento 
orgullosa de que siga 
con nuestra raíces,” dice 
Guadalupe Alvarez. “Me 
da gusto que lo haga por 
ella pero también porque 
está enseñando a futuras 
generaciones.” 
Alvarez dijo que la 
decisión de estudiar 
enfoque en baile fue una 
decisión conflictuante. 
Explica que su familia 
estaba preocupada por 
escoger una carrera que es 
considerada riesgosa.
“Fue difícil. Empeze 
a dudar de mí misma. Me 
pregunté, ‘¿en realidad quiero 
hacer esto por el resto de 
mi vida?’”
Alvarez explica que 
sus estudiantes del grupo 
“Tonatitos,” la sacó de sus 
dudas y afirmó su decisión.
Alvarez afirma que su 
objetivo es algún día tener 
un grupo propio y poder 
enseñar a los niños más sobre 
su cultura.
Alvarez expresa la 
motivación y el amor que 
siente por sus alumnos y el 
profundo agradecimiento 
por tener la oportunidad 
de enseñarles.
“Se necesita tiempo, y ser 
pacientes con el proceso de 
aprendizaje. Pero vale la pena 
poder expresar la belleza de 
nuestra cultura,” dice Alvarez. 
“Me pone la piel de gallina.”
Zuliema Alvarez agarrándose la falda de su traje mientras la balancea durante su baile.
Zuliema Alvarez luciendo su atuendo adornado con encajes y estampados fl orales.
Zuliema Alvarez balanceando su falda de amarilla brillante y azul por su folklórico baile.
Bailando en familia
Por Jovanna Olivares
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Se ha desarrollado bastante. Me siento 
orgullosa de que siga con nuestra 
raíces.
Guadalupe Alvarez
madre de Zuliema Alvarez 
y una bailarina de folklórico 
